
About IEL's Coalition

for Community Schools 
communityschools.org 

The Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) has a long and distinguished history supporting communities to
accelerate system change and expand educational and workforce opportunities for young people and their 
families. Through the Coalition for Community Schools, IEL is coordinating a national effort to expand Community
Schools in urban, rural, and suburban communities. IEL provides national leadership to help build learning 
systems that unite communities, families, and schools to accelerate the improvement of student outcomes. 

Community Schools are public schools that align and strengthen existing resources—including school staff,
families, partners, and community members—while identifying new assets and funding to expand opportunities
and support for all students. They people together around a shared strategy that builds on community
strengths, responds to student needs, and helps all students thrive in school and beyond. Community Schools
are a proven approach to improving education through culturally informed strategies that help students reach
their full potential. There are currently an estimated 5,589 Community Schools in 47 states, Washington, D.C.
Puerto Rico, and Canada. 

The Coalition for Community Schools is

made up of over 1,000 partners across

the country, and is 

supporting existing or developing

Community School State Coalitions 

in 40 states and territories. 

What does the Coalition do? 

ccs@iel.org

Convenes community members, families, advocates,
and Community School practitioners to provide
expertise on supporting students and families.

Shares latest research and lessons learned for
Community School planning, implementation, and
scaling, and sustainability.

Nurtures relationships to promote student and
community success.

Advocates for funding and legislative support of
Community Schools at the federal and state level and
beyond.



Joline Collins

Collinsj@iel .org

Regional Director

Dr. Ryan Hurley

Hurleyr@iel.org

Regional Director

Christa Rowland

Rowlandc@iel.org

Regional Director
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